
 

 

 

 

 

 

HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU TO GUARD YOU IN ALL YOUR WAYS - PSALM 91:11 

Monday, January 7, 2022 

 

TEACHER SPOTLIGHTS 

Each week we will spotlight one of our outstanding teachers here at 

Guardian Angel Academy. 

MR. ROY FISCHER – 7TH GRADE 

I am proud to say that I have spent nearly my entire 

academic career within the Catholic school system! I 

attended St. Philip School, as my mother and my 

grandfather had done before me, before graduating 

from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart High School. I 

started college at CCAC, transferred to Carlow 

University, for my Bachelors, and finished with a 

graduate degree from Duquesne University. My wife and 

I had our wedding at St. Philip, like my grandparents, 

and even had the students of St. Philip sing in the choir 

for our ceremony, like my grandparents! Tradition plays 

a key role in my life, probably a testament to my passion 

of teaching history to the 7th and 8th graders at Guardian 

Angel Academy. This will be my 8th year teaching at a 

Catholic school. Within my classroom, I incorporate religion 

into my lessons, discussing morality and the corporal works of 

mercy as it pertains to history. It is the duty of my class to 

educate our children of the rights and responsibilities of 

citizenship. It is also our job to remember that these 

presidents, soldiers, and legendary figures are all 

humans, with the same fears, hopes and desires as you and 

I. People cannot be reduced to numbers and statistics. To deny 

this is to deny the people of the past their humanity 
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CLASSROOM CHRONICLES  

Each week we will highlight the amazing things that are going on in our 

classrooms here at Guardian Angel Academy. 

MRS. WOODALL’S PRESCHOOL CLASSROOM 

This year the preschool students have been working very hard to 

develop academically and socially. Our days are filled with 

excitement and wonder as the students 

explore new concepts and ideas. We have 

been building our early literacy skills by 

making a connection between the sounds 

associated with each letter of the alphabet 

and their printed form. The children have 

also started learning to isolate the 

beginning, middle, and end sounds in 

spoken words, blend and segment 

syllables, and create compound words by 

combining two smaller words. The 

children are building a strong foundation 

that will allow them to be strong readers 

in the future. The preschool students have 

also been busy learning early math skills. 

They have worked to understand that 

numbers help us answer questions about 

time, size, and amount. They have 

practiced writing numbers, identifying 

printed numbers, and counting various-

sized groups. They have also started 

exploring how to read, identify, and 

complete AB patterns using 

manipulatives and our classroom SMART 

Board. Recently, we practiced using our 

math skills during a game of Christmas 

Bingo that was sponsored by the PTG. In 

religion, the preschoolers have built their 

relationship with God and our faith 

through Bible stories and prayer. They have 

learned to recite the Hail Mary and 

Guardian Angel prayers. Throughout the 

season of Advent, the children are working 

to be patient as we learn about the true 

meaning of Christmas and wait to celebrate 

Jesus’ birth. Each week we “light” a candle 

on the Advent wreaths we created that are 

hanging outside of our classroom. We even 

enjoyed a surprise visit from St. Nicholas in celebration of his 

feast day. There is never a dull moment in preschool, and we 

look forward to continuing this adventure together as we move 

through the school year. 

 

 



 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  

 This year CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK will be celebrated 

from Sunday, January 30, 2022, through Friday, 

February 4, 2022.  The theme for Catholic Schools Week 

this year is “CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: FAITH. EXCELLENCE. 

SERVICE”.   We are planning many activities where we 

will focus on this theme.  More information about all our 

Catholic Schools Week activities will be sent out in the 

coming weeks! 

 

WINTER WEATHER ALERTS – SNOW DAYS 

 We will use our PARENT ALERT MESSAGING SYSTEM through Option C for all 

winter weather school closings and delays.  This system allows us to send 

alerts to parents and guardians via phone, text and email directly through 

the Option C site.  If you would like to update how you currently receive 

these messages, please contact the school office.   

IN ADDITION, THERE WILL BE NO BEFORE SCHOOL CARE ON DAYS WE HAVE A 

2 HOUR DELAY.  STUDENTS MAY BEGIN TO ARRIVE AT SCHOOL AT 9:30AM 

 Due to the number of our students who receive bus transportation through 

the Pittsburgh Pubic Schools, we will follow the Pittsburgh Public Schools 

regarding all weather-related school closings and delays.  If the Pittsburgh 

Public Schools are closed or have a 2-hour delay, we will as 

well.  Guardian Angel Academy will also be listed on all the 

Media Outlets (KDKA, WTAE, WPXI) under our own listing. 

 On Friday, January 7th, we had our first snow day.  The 

Option C system was experiencing technical difficulties.  We 

apologize that we were unable to notify families in this way.  

For future weather notifications, we will use the following 

methods to get the information out:  Option C; Media Outlets; Message on 

our Website; Email from kmilkowski@guardianangelacademy.org (if Option C 

message fails).  

 All schools within SRCES (South Regional Catholic Elementary School) 

would be utilizing SNOW DAYS for the first day or two of winter weather 

related closures.  If we would have to be closed for a third day and beyond we 

would then implement live, virtual instruction (synchronous instruction).  We 

as a region, have determined that we will be following the Federation 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Virtual Instruction and plan for 

closures over 48 hours to utilize virtual instruction (synchronous learning). 

Therefore, it is suggested that our schools be prepared for long-term closures 

and the possibility of virtual learning. However, we will utilize SNOW DAYS 

for inclement weather and will make those days up as needed for short-term 

closures. We will not be using Flexible Instruction Days (FID), i.e. packets 

and/or blizzard bags for asynchronous learning as an alternative to a school 

day. 
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Many Blessings, 

Mr. Munz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


